
  

OBJECT ID 2000.4.6

OBJECT NAME Plaque

OBJECT COLLECTION The George J. Hontos Collection (is part of)

EVENT Geroge Hontos was killed by a landmine

MATERIAL Cast Iron

OBJECT ENTITIES FAmily, Hontos (owned by)
Hontos, Arthur (is related to)
Hontos, George (is related to)
Legion, American (is related to)
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RELATED ITEMS Flag, 2000.4.1
Flag, 2000.4.2
Pillowcase, 2000.4.3
Cover, Pillow, 2000.4.4
Flag, 2000.4.5
Medal, Commemorative, 2000.4.7
Medal, Commemorative, 2000.4.8
Medal, Commemorative, 2000.4.9
Photograph, 2000.4.10
Photograph, 2000.4.11
Photograph, 2000.4.12
Telegram, 2000.4.13
Postcard, 2000.4.14
Certificate, Birth, 2000.4.15
Correspondence, 2000.4.16
Certificate, 2000.4.17
Correspondence, 2000.4.18
Letter, 2000.4.19
Correspondence, 2000.4.20
Correspondence, 2000.4.21
Telegram, 2000.4.22
Correspondence, 2000.4.23
Newspaper Clipping, 2000.4.24
Newspaper, 2000.4.25
Newspaper, 2000.4.26
Newspaper, 2000.4.27
Newspaper, 2000.4.28.A
Newspaper, 2000.4.28.B
Newspaper, 2000.4.29
Newspaper, 2000.4.30
Book, 2000.4.31
Certificate, Commemorative, 2000.4.32
Letter, 2000.4.33
Letter, 2000.4.34
Letter, 2000.4.35.A
Letter, 2000.4.35.B
Letter, 2000.4.36
Correspondence, 2000.4.37
Letter, 2000.4.38
Correspondence, 2000.4.39
Certificate, Award, 2000.4.40
Newspaper, 2000.4.41
Newspaper, 2000.4.42
Newspaper, 2000.4.43
Newspaper, 2000.4.44
Correspondence, 2000.4.45
Newspaper, 2000.4.46
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ACCESS POINTS American Legion
American Legion Post 1117
cast ironiron plaque
George J. Hontos Post No. 1117
memorial plaque
memorium
military veterans
Monument
sign
Star
tunisia
us veterans
veterans
veterans memorial
World War, 1939-1945
World War II
wreath

OBJECT DESCRIPTION
Cast iron memorial plaque for George J. Hontos presented by the American Legion post # 1117 named after him. The plaque is pentagonal with a
rectangular base and pointed top. Just under the peak is a star on a laurel wreath. Underneath the wreath, the dedication is written in large metal letters
raised so high off the plaque's face that they are very easy to read. The dedication reads "In memory of George J. Hontos presented by Geroge J. Hontos
Post 1117 American Legion". The name George J. Hontos is written in the largest letters. There are two identical squares on the back of the plaque with
holes where a screw could be attached.

ORIGIN
The American Legion is a veterans association for aiding veterans and creating a community outside of the military. The Legion was created by veterans
returning from WWI in 1919. Currently, the group has over three million members and 14,000 posts worldwide. There is currently no record of Post No.
1117 but based on the inscription on this plaque the post must have been named after him. 

George James Hontos was born in Chicago, Illinois on March 27th, 1920. The son of James and Cornelia Hontos, brother of Dimitra, Arthur, and John,
who also served in the United States Navy. Two weeks following the Pearl Harbor disaster, he was called to serve his country in the Army. He trained for six
months at Camps Yulen and Wallace, Tex. On March 1, 1942, the 434th Coast Artillery Battalion (Anti-Aircraft) was activated. With this outfit, he was sent
to England. After the completion of training, they took part in the liberation of Africa. George died from a landmine left by the Nazis, trying to aid some
wounded women and children in Tunisia, on May 24th, 1943. Private George J. Hontos was posthumously awarded the Soldier's Medal and the Purple
Heart.

CITATION
Plaque, The George J. Hontos Collection, National Hellenic Museum, https://hellenic.whirlihost.com/Detail/objects/. Accessed 05/06/24.
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